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WHAT IS A GRASS?

KEY TO GRASSES, SEDGES AND RUSHES

1a Flowers with stiff, greenish or brownish, 6 parted perianth (calyx and corolla);
stamens 6 or 3; fruit a many-seeded capsule; leaves usually wiry and round in
cross section . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . RUSH FAMILY (Juncaceae)

lb Flowers without evident calyx or corolla, gathered into short scaly clusters
(spikelets); stamens 3; fruit with a single seed. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

2a Leaves in 2 vertical rows or ranks; leaf sheaths usually split, with overlapping
edges; stems usually round in cross section and hollow between the joints; each
flower of the spikelet contained between 2 bracts, the lemma and the palea . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GRASS FAMILY (Cramineae)

2b Leaves in 3 vertical rows or ranks; leaf sheaths tubular, not split; stems often
triangular in cross section and solid between joints; each flower of the spikelet in
the axil of a single bract, the glume . . . . . . . . . . SEDGE FAMILY (Cyperaceae)

From:  HOW TO KNOW THE GRASSES by Richard W. Pohl; Wm. C. Brown Company Publishers;
Dubuque, Iowa.
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From:  PLANTS OF THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION; by Eugeen Kozloff & Linda Beidleman; Sagen
Press, Pacific Grove, CA
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THE GRASS PLANT
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From:  A KEY TO THE GENERA OF GRASSES OF THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES; by James P.
Smith, Jr.; Mad River Press, Eureka, CA
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From:  A KEY TO THE GENERA OF GRASSES OF THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES; by James P.
Smith, Jr.; Mad River Press, Eureka, CA
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From:  A KEY TO THE GENERA OF GRASSES OF THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES; by James P.
Smith, Jr.; Mad River Press, Eureka, CA
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From:  A KEY TO THE GENERA OF GRASSES OF THE CONTERMINOUS UNITED STATES; by James P.
Smith, Jr.; Mad River Press, Eureka, CA
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Common California Grass Species Classified in Hitchcock’s original 8 Tribes Now in 14 tribes
(Gould & Shaw 1983).  New tribes are in parentheses.

FESTUCEAE   (POEAE)
Briza
Dactylis
Bromus
Poa
Puccinellia
Brachypodium
Festuca
Vulpia
Cynosurus
Lamarckia
Hesperocholoa
Cortaderia
Phragmites                                               (ARUNDINEAE)
Arundo
Melica
Pleuropogon                                             (MELICEAE)
Glyceria
Eragrostis
Scleropogon                                              (ERAGROSTEAE)
Tridens
Orcuttia
Neostapfia
Distichlis                                                 (AELUROPODEAE)

HORDEAE   (TRITICEAE)
Agropyron
Aegilops
Triticum
Secale
Hordeum
Elymus
Sitanion
Hystrix
Lolium                                                    (POEAE)

AVENEAE   (AVENEAE)
Arrhenatherum
Holcus
Trisetum
Avena
Koeleria
Deschampsia
Aira
Danthonia                                              (DANTHONIEAE)

 (ORCUTTIEAE)
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AGROSTIDEAE
Agrostis
Alopercurus
Calamagrostis
Phleum       (AVENEAE)
Polypogon
Ammophila
Gastiridium
Muhlenbergia
Calamovilfa      (ERAGROSTEAE)
Sporobolus
Aristida      (ARISTIDEAE)
Stipa
Oryzopsis

CHLORIDEAE   (CHLORIDEAE)
Buchlöe
Spartina
Cynodon
Boteloua
Beckmannia       (AVENEAE)

PHALARIDEAE
Hierochlöe
Anthoxanthum       (AVENEAE)
Phalaris

PANICEAE   (PANICEAE)
Setaria
Paspalum
Digitaria
Panicum
Pennisetum

ANDROPOGONEAE  (ANDROPOGONEAE)
Imperata
Andropogon
Sorgum
Sorghastrum

ZOYSIEAE
Hilaria      (CHLORIDEAE)

Note: In the United States Hitchcock has 14 tribes in 2 subfamilies and
          Gould and Shaw have 25 tribes in 6 subfamilies.

(Gould, F.W. and R.B. Shaw. 1983. Grass Systematics. Texas A&M University Press)
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FESTUCEAE
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Holcus
Trisetum
Avena
Koeleria
Deschampsia
Aira
Danthonia

(AVENEAE)

(DANTHONIEAE)

AVENEAE
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AGROSTIDEAE
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PANICEAE
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